
  

 

COURSE LEARNING GOALS 
WORKSHEET 
What do you want students to learn by the end of the course? What do you want them to have 
retained after a year or two? 

Fill in the worksheet below with your ideas. Later, an instructional designer will collaborate with 
you to write these course learning goals in the form of measurable or observable performance 
objectives. 

 

FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE 

What key information (e.g., 
facts, terms, formulas, 
concepts, principles, 
relationships) is important for 
students to understand and 
remember in the future? 

 

What key ideas (or 
perspectives) are important 
for students to understand in 
this course? 

 

APPLYING 

What kinds of thinking are 
important for students to 
learn? 

• Critical thinking, in 
which students analyze 
and evaluate 

• Creative thinking, in 
which students imagine 
and create 

• Practical thinking, in 
which students solve 
problems and make 
decisions 

 

 



  

 

 

 

What important skills do 
students need to gain? 

 

Do students need to learn 
how to manage complex 
projects? How complex? 

 

CONNECTING (INTEGRATING) WITH OTHER AREAS 

What connections 
(similarities and interactions) 
should students recognize 
and make between ideas 
within this course? 

 

What connections should 
students recognize and 
make between the 
information, ideas, and 
perspectives in this 
course and those in other 
courses or areas? 

 

What connections should 
students recognize and 
make between the material 
in this course and the 
students’ personal, social, 
civic, or work life? 

 

HUMAN DIMENSION 

What could or should 
students learn about 
themselves? 

 

What could or should 
students learn about 
understanding others or 
interacting with them? 

 



  

 

 

 

 

From Fink, L. D., Creating significant learning experiences: An integrated approach to 
designing college courses (San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2003). 

CARING ABOUT THE SUBJECT MATTER AND FIELD 

What values do you hope 
students will adopt? 

 

What interests do you hope 
students will adopt? 

 

LEARNING HOW TO LEARN (BETTER) 

What would you like 
students to learn about how 
to be good students in a 
course like this? 

 

What would you like 
students to learn about how 
to learn about this 
particular subject? 

 

What would you like 
students to learn about how 
to become a self-directed 
learner of this subject? 

 


